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Foodbank braces itself 
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9956 1038 

FOODBANK Geraldton is expect-
ing more demand for its services 
this year than ever before. 

Foodbank Geraldton manager Pat 
Hodges said the rising cost of elec-
tricity and food meant more people 
would struggle at this time of year. 

The fact that the service would 
this year be extended to Cue and 

Newman was expected to place fur-
ther strain on demand. 

"We have already seen an 
increased, demand for food," Ms 
Hodges said. 

"The demand for services at 
Geraldton Resource Centre is grow-
ing every day. 

"A lot of people will be struggling 
because of the cost of bills coming 
in, there are a lot of pensioners, 
carers and disabled people who will  

be struggling to pay their bills at 
Christmas time." 

But several local businesses have 
this week helped Foodbank out. 

GNC Concrete this week donated 
$5000, enough for 500 Christmas 
food hampers and Geraldton Fish 
Market donated 1500 salmon pat-
ties, its second such donation in six 
months. 

Director Steve Easton said the 
company decided to help after see- 

ing reports in the Guardian that 
Foodbank was crying out for dona-
tions. 

Foodbank ambassador Shane Hill 
said while the State was often seen 
as one of the country's wealthiest, 
the fact that Foodbank was going to 
Newman meant not everyone was 
enjoying the resources boom. 

Foodbank will be collecting food 
until December 23. 

On December 12 The Good Guys 

will give a 15 per cent discount to 
customers who bring in three non-
perishable items to the store's 
Foodbank bin. 

The Good Guys will also give a 
percentage of the day's profits to the 
Foodbank Christmas Appeal. 

Foodbank is also urgently seeking 
15 volunteers to help prepare 
Christmas hampers by December 
16. For information on how you can 
help call 9964 8011. 

RSPCA to have 
face on street 

Speed 
limits 
set to 
change 
SPEED limits in four of 
Geraldton's outlying 
areas will be changed in 
about a week's time. 

Main Roads WA has 
decided to regulate the 
speed zones along the 
Geraldton-Mt Magnet 
Road, Brand Highway-
Rudds Gully Road and 
Alexander Drive, Mace-
donia Drive, Hagan 
Road and Okahoma 
Road. 

RSPCA Western Aust-
ralia is seeking to 
increase its presence in 
the Mid West through 
the appointment of a 
full-time country inspec-
tor based in Geraldton. 

Until now, its inspec-
tions have been carried 
out part-time by an 
employee based in Perth. 

Executive manager 
animal operations, Ross 
Lawrie, said the RSPCA 
was pleased the City of 
Geraldton-Greenough 
had offered office facili-
ties for the full-time 
inspector. 

"The City rangers and 
the RSPCA work togeth-
er in a co-operative way 

"Under the Animal 
Welfare Act RSPCA offi-
cers - can be appointed 
general inspectors for 
animal welfare issues 
outside council areas." 

Mr Lawrie said the 
new full-time appoint-
ment in Geraldton did 
not indicate an increase 
in these issues, as they 
were always there. 

"We are a charity 
which aims to prevent 
cruelty to animals through. 
a range of programs in 
which our inspectors play 
a key part," he said. 

Mr Lawrie can be 
contacted for further 
information and an 
application pack on 92Q9 Boardies day: Students and teachers from Allendale Primary School donned their boardies for National 


